
Some Effective Strategies
For Teaching Reading



Before Reading

• Doing some activities before reading can prepare the pupils for the 
text and can help engage them with the story and its themes from the 
very start.



Activating Background Knowledge

• What do you know about….?

• Stimulate students’ previous knowledge of that topic. This will help 
them connect the current reading to their already existing knowledge 
and make the new reading more stimulating and engaging.



Building Background Knowledge

• If the pupil does not know a lot about the main theme of the book, 
you could discuss it with them. Or you could have some prior reading 
lessons/research tasks on the theme. 

• This may be the case when dealing with historical novels/stories or 
novels/stories set in different places.



Questioning
• Using different types of questions is an effective way of helping pupils 

to develop different types of reading skills and of encouraging their 
engagement in the story.

• A range of comprehension and inference questions can be used at 
any point of the story. (Use our ‘Any Book’ questions to help you with 
this.)

• Different types of questioning can further challenge the pupils.



Right Now Questions

• A ‘right now question’ focuses on the material presented. What is the 
essence of the material read? What are the facts that are being 
mentioned? What is happening in the story? What can you tell me 
about the setting or characters?



Analytical Questions

• This asks the pupils to look deeper into the text. To think about what 
the author wants them to understand for the story.

• What is the moral message?

• What is the purpose of the text other than to entertain?

• What are the characters’ motivators? How are they developing 
through the story?



Predicting
• Get the students to predict what will happen next.



Research Questions

• This asks the pupils to look beyond the text, further studying its 
themes and settings.

• This encourages more active learning to occur.



Analyzing Text Structure
• Pupils look at how authors organize their texts.

• Different types of writing are organized in different ways and have 
different layouts.

• If pupils study this, it will improve their own writing  and they will 
begin to understand the writer’s craft as they analyze how writers 
follow or adapt traditional structures.



Visualization

• Pupils can be encouraged to visualize images of the text in their head 
as they read. 

• This can help with comprehension.

• Research has shown that visualizing texts as diagrams is more 
effective as pupils are more likely to remember them than pictures 
alone.





Summarizing 
• Making use of the other reading techniques, the pupil can summarize 

the story.

• This is a good way for you to check their overall understanding of the 
story.

• It is also an effective way for the pupil to consolidate what they have 
learned from the text.

• There are a variety of ways 

that pupils can

summarize a text.







Scottish Men

They wear
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